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Health & Quality Agencies
Procedure Initiatives

Codes of Conduct Internet Health Coalition
American Medical Association (AMA)

e-Europe 2002
Quality Label Japan Internet Medical Association Mark 

(JIMA Mark)

User Guidelines AQuMed-DISCERN
NetScoring

Filtering Tools OMNI
CISMeF

Internet Content Rating Association (ICRA)

Third parties certification 
(Trustmark)

Health on the Net Foundation
MedCIRCLE

URAC
Web Mèdica Acreditada (WMA)

Third Parties certification: quality and 
accreditation labels are logos or symbols 
awarded by a third party usually to inform 
consumers that a site provides information 
meeting current standards for content and 
form





Web Mèdica Acreditada
n Quality Programme launched in 1999 by the Medical Council 

of Barcelona (COMB), Spain.

n Non-profit and professional organization.

n More than 1,100 organizations have requested the 
accreditation, focused in websites where medical doctors
are involved (in Spanish and Catalan).

n Near than 600 “domain names” in Spain and Latin America 
are certified (more than 200 in process), around 20,000 web 
pages in a “WMA Portal” (Google Customize Search Engine).

n Developing Semantic Web technologies since 2002 
(MedCIRCLE EU project).



Web Mèdica Acreditada: quality criteria

n Medical Code of Ethics

n Code of Conduct Criteria
• Identification
• Contents
• Confidentiality 
• Advertising and Funding
• Virtual consultation services
• Web Accessibility
• Non compliance and responsibilities



Web Mèdica Acreditada:
Accreditation Process
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Web Mèdica Acreditada view

International initiatives
Quality & eHealth:

eEurope 2002
HON Code

MedCIRCLE
DISCERN

Metadata languages
Dublin Core

QUATRO, FOAF
MedIEQ

(Semantic Web and
W3C standards)

Using Standardized criteria to describe Health websites
+

Description using Metadata (RDF)
+

Displaying logos and metadata (Browser and 
Search Engines)

WMA

AQUMED

QUATRO+



MedIEQ offers WMA

n Integrating several tools in a platform efficiently and in a 
flexible way (semantic web and multilingual extraction 
tools):
¨ Simplifying rating and labelling processes.
¨Monitoring medical certified websites.
¨Generating RDF files automatically.
¨ Customizing the set of criteria according to needs and 

changes.
¨ To be prepared for next Search Engines generation 

based on Semantic Web.



Contact
n Website: http://wma.comb.es

n Miquel A. Mayer MD PhD MPH
Email: mmayer.wma@comb.es

n European projects:
¨MedIEQ: http://www.medieq.org
¨QUATRO Plus: http://www.quatro-project.org
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